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Appendix A 

Analysis of  Scoping Comments 

Elk Creek Falls Trailhead Vegetation Management  Project  
Two letters specific to the project were received during the scoping period of December 17, 2015 

to January 29, 2016. The letters were analyzed and an analysis code assigned to the comments 

(Table 1). 

Comment Analysis Codes 

1: Outside the scope of the proposed action. 

2: Already decided by law, regulation, Forest Plan, or other higher level of decision. 

3: Irrelevant to the decision to be made. 

4: Conjectural and not supported by scientific evidence. 

5: General comment, suggestion, opinion, or position statement. 

6: Other agency or partner’s consultation, review, advice, recommendation(s), etc. 

7: Already considered in the proposed action or is standard procedure. 

8: Will be included in an analysis of effects to the environment.  

 

Codes 1 – 6 are standard codes. Comments assigned to these codes are considered to be non-

significant issues. Code 7 was added as a category for those suggestions that are already proposed 

or for procedures that are routinely done. Code 8 was added as a category for suggestions that will 

be analyzed for effects to the environment. 
 

Table 1: Comment Analysis 

Commenter Comment Disposition 

Bernie Hermann 

Lewis-Clark ATV Club Inc. 
The Lewis-Clark ATV Club Inc. supports the project. Thank you for your comment. 

Gary Macfarlane 

Friends of the Clearwater 

  

Are trees west of the trailhead on the slope the only 

ones to be logged? Hazard trees would be removed within 

approximately 200 feet from the edge 

of the parking area in all directions. 
How far from the trailhead itself (the parking lot 

foot-print) will logging occur? 

The other obvious concern is the management plan. 

Why wasn’t it done with NEPA? 

Management Plans are not required to 

go through the NEPA process. Actions 

within a Plan are analyzed for effects 

when they are proposed. 

Further, this is only phase one of the plan. This 

suggests that other NEPA documents and other 

decisions will be issued for other phases, creating a 

concern over illegal segmentation under NEPA. 

After removal of dead, dying and 

diseased timber, Phase Two of the 

project will be site preparation, slash 

removal and tree planting. 

We strongly suggest you analyze all phases of the 

project in one analysis. It may be that one CE would 

suffice. However, without more information, the 

public can’t know the mind of the agency. 

Phase Two of the project was 

inadvertently left out of the initial 

proposal. It will be proposed and 

scoped in 2017. 

 


